Prime Minister Tony Blair
10 Downing Street

London

SW1A 2AA

14 May 2007

Dear Prime Minister,

Re: The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service

Congratulations on your achievements. 

In your speech at Trimlon the other day, you mentioned seven (7) important things. So very important they are that I am motivated to write to you again in the hope that your words were not spoken in vain. They are equally important for your office as for every future occupant of No.10. The 7 points, if I may remind you, are the following:

1. “Social compassion”

2. “Spending money on the public realm”

3. “People want the best for themselves and their families”

4. “Good manners”

5. “Respect for others”

6. “Treating others with courtesy”

7. “London is the world’s financial center”

The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service deals specifically and directly with every one of these points you make and more. 

The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service has direct intimate contact with the people – it has none of the controversial stigma and prejudice that follows and dogs public political position. 

I ask you to grant me a five (5) minute audience in order to request your formal introduction to those individuals worldwide, who are in a position and who might be willing to help make The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service come to fruition by funding the project. 
When I first conceived The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service in the mid 90’s, there was scant public knowledge and certainly no public recognition, nor commemoration of William Wilberforce or the Clapham Circle/Sect, facts to the contrary notwithstanding. At that time there was nothing on the World Wide Web internet either. William Wilberforce had no presence! This sad fact remained until just very recently, due to the 200th  anniversary year (1807-2007).  Having done that web search I realised that I was about to become the first person to make William Wilberforce visible on the net. I accomplished this by-product in the guise of The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service.  I have been trying unsuccessfully ever since to find and identify funding for this award. (see: http://www.claamfest.org/williamwilberforceawardforcommunityspiritandservice.htm). 
The Clapham community itself has ignored William Wilberforce for far too long. This scandalous neglect surely embarrasses us all and must be rectified and corrected as soon as possible. But it is not about fame; it is about Community Spirit & Service.
I have exhausted all of my personal assets on this project endeavour and therefore know something of the struggle and frustration William Wilberforce experienced in his campaign to end slavery and change the morals of society. Alas, sadly -- unlike Wilberforce -- I am not a member of Parliament and as such have little or no influence or power of clout to effect the desired successful result. Unlike Clarkson’s anti-slavery abolitionist petitioning, community spirit and service is not a popular banner for the masses to rally behind. This is the whole purpose behind The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service:  to raise the public and private conscience by recognizing, praising & encouraging those who have this spirit.
Not unlike you, Prime Minister, I am tackling the impossible. Although my MP, Keith Hill, gave facile words in support of my “noble” project, my simple request from him to effect a meeting with you has fallen on deaf and ignorant ears. 

I will be candid at last now by admitting and informing you that my efforts on behalf of this project, the The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service have all been conducted by an individual in receipt of state benefits: I am penniless and penurious – but nothing has stopped me in this work.   

As a master musician, I have achieved much aesthetically. I have performed for the common man as much as for royalty and statesmen. Indeed, when I was engaged by the U.S. Ambassador to Sweden, Lyndon L. Olson Jr, I was extensively and intensely vetted by the FBI as well as the CIA. I have enjoyed the personal friendship and mentoring of the late Sir Yehudi Menuhin and Jack Brymer, who championed me when they were alive. 
I humbly ask for your invaluable help with The William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service.

Yours sincerely,

Stephen Bennett
MU, ISM, Clarinet Heritage Society, among others

Founder/Creator 

the William Wilberforce Award for Community Spirit & Service

http://www.claamfest.org/williamwilberforceawardforcommunityspiritandservice.htm 

Founder/Artistic Director: 

The Clapham Festival of Music & the Arts

www.claamfest.org
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